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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy !o: 



R.por. of: SA JOE c, HESTER 
Dale: JUI . C 10, 10 G 8 



Office: Memphis 



Field Office Fils 



ME 44-1937 



Surecu File h: ^ 4 “s >3862 



rule: JAMIES EARL RAY; 

HE. MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 



VICTIM 



Chorocicr; CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 

UNLAWFUL FLIGHT TO AVOID CONFINEMENT 

ystvssx 

PROSECUT I VE SUMMARY : 



- ROBBERY 



I . NARRATIVE OF OFFENSE 

At about 0:00 p.i.i. on Aoril 4 19 

* " '** ■ 4 "“ - 3 -r. .> ^ ’ * r . w j.' vfc.jiiUJ.it 

on ,.no second iloor >J; .j.cony outside Room 30G ol the Lorraine 



o3j while f tending 



Motel, 40G Mulberry Street, 



IlemplH 



Tonne* 



Dr. MART IN 



LUTHER KING, Jft., was struck in the right side of the face 
by a single bullet believed to have been fired from a 



30-03 rifle. While no T/itnes 



itually observed the 



killer fire the shot that killed Sr. KING, it is believed 
that this shot came from the bathroom window of a rooming 



house 1 sated at 422 \ South Main Street 



Mcmph 



Tennessee . 



(Sec Crime Scene Sketch, page 4.) it is a distance of 207 
feet from the bathroom to the spot where Dr. KING fell. 
Persons inside the rooming house report hearing a shot* 
and one of the rooming house tenants feels certain this shot 
was fired from the b» + hroom of the rooming house. Persons 
in tuo rooming house then report seeing a white male run 
down thojmll of the rooming house in the direction of the 
Louth Main Street entrance. They report that ho was carrying 
a long package wrapped in either cloth or nowepapor. 

Persons in a store at 424 South Main Street 
report that minutes after Dr. KING was shot, a white nale 
running south on South Main Street dropped a bundle on the 
sidewalk In front of 424 South Main Street as he ran past 
that store. While no one observed this man enter an 



This iocun.nl r-onlaln» nolili.tr ! lonn nor ^onclo a Ion % cl th* FE)I. it lit the properly of the F! ,,id la Ipnnc-d 

your oy^ricy ; it on<j U<o control's ore no! to b < • distributed outside your tigenry. 
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automobile, they reported seeing almost immediately a 
white Mustang leaving the area at a high rate of <^ 0 ed 
going north on South Main street. •■pood, 

, No one in the rooming house has been able, to 
f l-' i i^wntiiy the individual who fired the shot and 

t, 1 ^ t ‘ !C roo:n - ln - ho “so; however, evidence indicates 

that the person firing the shot v/as a man v/ho had t h->t 
same day at about 3:00 to 3:30 p.ra. rented Hoorn 5-B in 
the name JOHN WILLARD. . 5 ln 



or aoa -outh "i tlclos fouiul abandon od in front 

Ul - h , I - l ; l i * °, trcot was a 30-0C rifle with a 
tclc.,,c° p ic sifj.it, which was determined to have been 
puichasco aarch 29-30, 1968, at Acromarinc Supoly Cora on nv 
r^;V^ ,d ! h0m ’ Alalmaa, by a man claiming to be HARVEY 
I C,n./Eh, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama. • 
Subsequent investigation disclosed that there was no such 

,f s « ttot Moron.. Also round abandoned 

Wit!, the i if le were undershorts, a T-shirt, binoculars 
a newspaper, an after-shave lotion bottle, two unopened 



bee 5 



cans, a six-transistor radio 



nd a brown and green 



bedspread in which this bundle was wrapped 

A canvass of motels in the Memphis area for 
persons driving a white Mustang disclosed t-ha* on 
April- 3, 1968 one ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Bixmingham, Alabama, had registered at tho Rebel Motor 
Hotel, Memphis Tennessee, and had left prior to 1:00 

®“ vw', 11 * 0G3 - GALT was driving a white Mustang 

». i .. a an Axaoaiur* xxccnr.c, Invc. f : fc i^afci.on to fur Uu*r 

identify GALT disclosed that he had not resided at that 
address since about October 1SG7 and his whereabouts “ 
was unknown. 



_ Latent fingerprints found on tho rifle and other 

articles abandoned in front of 424 Couth Main Street were 
subsequently found to be identical with those of JAMES 
RAY, FBI No. 400042G, who had escaped on Anri 1 23 
from the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson 



Jity, Missouri, 



sere he v/as serving a 20— year sentence 



for Armed Robbery, fjy means of photographic identification 
•and by ^handwriting comparison, it was determined that 
vuiivSEo iiARr. RAY was identical with the man who Sad us^d 
the name ERIC S.-GALT. The white Mustang belonging to 
GALT was abandoned at Atlanta, Georgia, on the morning 
of April 5, 1060. b • 
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JAMES EARL RAY war; arrested June 8, 1308, at 
London , England, by officers of New Scotland Yard, at 
which time he was found to be in possession of a 
Canadian passport in the nano of RAMON GEORGE Si/KYD . 



3 
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xi . names of defendants 

JAM EG J.'-Ai'L PAY 



III. DATE AND PLACE OF CRIME 



April 4, 1968, at Memphis, Totmossoe 



I V . STAT UTE OF LIMIT ATIONS 

There v/j.ll bo no bar to prosecution as process 
haa been outstanding since April 17, 1968, i'or the Civil 
Rights violation end on May 7 , 1968, RAY was indicted by 
a Shelby County, Tennessee, Grand Jury for First Degree 
Murder . 

v„ OTHER DATA HELPFUL 10 UNITED STA TE S ATTORNEY 

In addition to process outstanding for this 
offense, it is noted that on July 20, 19G7, a complaint 
was filed before United .States Commissioner V.'. C. SHELLY, 

J offers on City, Missouri, charging JAMES EARL RAY with 
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confinement in violation of 
Title 18, U. 8. Code , Section 1073. A warrant was issued 
that- same date. This complaint was in connection with 
UAY’s escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary on 
April 23, 1967. 

V I PRELIM IIIAJ lY_Pii QSEC’IJTA VC ACTION 

Oii April 17, 1908, a complaint was filed by 
SAC JOSEPH II. GAr.I.P.LK before United States Commissioner 
MILDRED F. SPRAGUE, Birmingham, Alabama, charging that 
EUIC' STAR VO GALT in violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, 
Section 241, did conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, 
or intimidate MARTIN LUTHER ICING , JJl., in the free 
exorcise and, enjoyment of his rights secured by the 
Constitution of the United Stater., namely the right to 
freely travel from state to state. A warrant was 
issued April 17, 1968, and bond was recommended in the 
amount of $50,009. 

On May 7, 1968, a Shelby County, Tennessee, 

Grand Jury at Memphis, Tennessee, returned an indictment 
charging that JAMES EARL HAY did unlawfully, feloniously,' 
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williully, deliberately, promoditatedly , and of his malico 
afore thought, 2J.11 and murder MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

A cap if:.., for his arrest was issued May 7, 1900. ' 

JAM LG EARL RAY was arrested Juno 8, 2903, nt 
London, England, by officers of Now Scotland Yard /and 
in presently in their custody on local charges . lie was 
arrested in possession of a Canadian passport In the name 
of RAMON GEORGE SNIiYD. He was armed at the time of his 
arrest. 



V 1 1 . 



A. The following persons are tenants of the rooming 

house at 422-1 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
from where it is believed the fatal shot was fired.’ 
These witnesses can testify as follpws; 



NAMLG AND ADDRESSES OF WITNESSES AND 
WifAT THEY CAN TESTIFY TO 



1. Mrs. BESSIE BREWER 
422 ■; South Main Street 
Memphis , Tennessee 

Between 3:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. on April 4, 19G8, 
she rented Room 5~B nt 422^ South Main Street' for a period 
of oho week to a white male using the name JOHN WILLARD . 
She did not require t»;at Lo sign a register, and she did 
not see ham again after routing the room. SLo is unable 
to identify RAY from photographs. At about 6 :0G p.m. on 
April 4, 19GB, she hoard 'v/hat she thought to be a gunshot 
cowing from the roar of the rooming house; however, slue 
did not see or hear anyone running from the rooming house. 

2. Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZ 
422 £ South Main Street 
Memphis , Tennessee 



Mr. ANSCHUTZ resides in Room 4-B of ’-this 'rooming 
house, where on the afternoon of April 4, 19GH, .he hoard ’ 
v/hat he believed was r* gunshot . Immediately after henring 
the gunshot, he opened his door onto the hallway and r.ao 
a white rialo running down the hall toward the Couth Main 
G tree l entrance and holding his hand and arm over b is face 
in such a way an to prevent ANSCHUTZ *s getting a good look 
at him. ANSCHUTZ commented to tills running man that lie 
thought lie had heard a shot. This man answered, "Yeah, 
it was a shot.” ANSCHUTZ observed that this man v/as 



S 



■f 
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carrying a long package which appeared to bo wrapped in 
a blanket. He can ton lily that the gunshot which he 
heard wan fired nearby but ho is unable to any from 
erectly where . He in unable to identify photographs of 
JANES KARL RAY nr being the running man. 

Mi* . CHARLES QUITMAN STEPHENS 

422 -j South Rain Street 

Memphis , Tennessee 

Mr . STEPHENS occupies Apartment C-B, consisting 
of two rooi-c; , one of which has a common wall with the 
ha throom that is located at the roar of the rooming bouse , 
Bono time between 5:0 0 p.m. and G:00 p.m. on April 4, 1068, 

ST EPitKFS heard a gunshot which ho believes was fired from 
the bnlnroom. At the time ho hoard the shot, STEPHENS 
was in the room of his apartment which Stas the common wall 
with the bathroom. When STEPHENS opened his door from 
his apartment into the hallway, he observed a man running 
along the hallway toward the South Main Street entrance. 

This man was carrying a bundle described by STEPHENS as 
being three or four feet long and as being wrapped in 
.something, possibly a newspaper. STEPHENS had earlier 
observed the new tenant in Room S— 13 but had r.eon onlv the 
left side of hts face. STEPHENS now states tint tho 
profile photograph of JAMES EARL RAY made in 10GG, appearing 
on I’M Wanted Flyer 442 -A, ” looks like" the man who rented 
Room 5-D on April 4, l f JGB . 



STEPHENS recalls that on the afternoon of April 4, 
30GB, he heard the occupant of Room f»~]} on several 
occasions visit the bathroom at tho end of the hall. Ho 
recalls that each time this person remained in the bathroom 
for a considerable period of time and that his individual 
had been in 1 ho bathroom some 20 to 20 minutes prior to the 
time STEPHENS heard the gunshot. 



4. Mrs . GRACE HAYES STEPHENS 
422 i. South Main Street 
Memphis , Tennessee 



t h e d 
( 3 : 00 
like 



Mrs. STEPHENS was ill on April 4, 1908, and spent 
ay in bed in Apartment C-B at this address . At about 
p.m. oit April 4, 1068, she hoard a noise that sounded 
a firecracker, and sho. then heard footsteps as someone 
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left the ba t broom and moved rapidly along the hallway 
toward the South Main Street entrance. She did not leave 
her room after herring this loud noise and was not in a 
position to oberve anyone in the hallway. 



B. 



The j 

IKUlV 

lie w 
war; 
of t! 
li'.iwlx 
1.0 

o'..';': A 

or 

the j 
whor 



nwiviaiM r; w 



a/ j.ii;: 

•.turf JN LUTIIKU 

- h 



- J. l : 









a kg 



at 



the time 
v. irir. 



Jit., 

truck by the fatal ballet. Ur. KING 
and ins on tiio balcony outside Room 30G 
Lorraine Motel and was talking to a 
of persons standing in the motel parking 
it beneath the balcony. These persons 
•rd Dr. KINO at the instant lie was struck 
ones later, but none of them observed 
Her or are in a position to say exactly 
the shot was fired from: 



r . . K/.nm^LJ»IcCULLOUGlI 
'T^fnun t.u , Tennessee 



coi n ? !f > >T 



4 . i rt '? • ?;•:> ad,rT .<-2 

.to i-si3jaEK . >- jSsiiafei -■ ■ 



/.It* npiiis ; T e a no s:j e o 



3 . IV 

p.rvX'l 

lat-TnphXH , Ttndet; 




p vpf r /\i>p <«rTi*T ? i T’ 

y\ i. lauta , iiOor g..a 



i n i Mm is 

/ITUU I Ff I ■ * , , - : 
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C. Tho following throe individuals v/oro J nr; idc CnnJpe 
Anusoincnl Company, a store located at 494 Mouth 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennesson, in iron! of which 
was; cropped a largo bundlo which was; mibsoqvcntJy 
determined to bo a rifle, binoculars, a transistor 



radio, and numerous other 



items, all of which 



.'ere 



P n *- rialj.y wrapped in a bx'own and green bcclspx'cad 
These witnesses can testify an follows; 



1 . 



m -i 



Memphis , Tennessee 



Mx . CAN I Pi, is the owner' of Canipo Amusomou 1 Company 
roca.ii.od at 4/. i Couth Main Rtx'cot, On the ].;■> t o afternoon oi 
April 4, 19G8, at about G;00 p.m., he heard a "thud" near 
the front doox' of his store and looking up he saw a white 
male walking pas t his store going south ; South Main Street. 
Mr. CAN I PE walked to his front door, observed a bundle 
lying in front of the door, looked to see what had 
happened to tho man who had dropped the bundle, and at 
almost that name moment observed a small white* < nr pull in - 
rvay from the curb on the cast side of Couth Main Street 
at a point just south o:C Canipo* o store. jjo was unable to 
furnish the make of the small white car which he observed. 
Turning his attention to the bundle loft in front of his 
store, he observed that this consisted of a rifle in a 
long cardboard box, a suitcase, and a green cloth which 
he thought might be a curtain. . This bundle was not touched 
by him and was subsequently removed by a police officer. 

Mr. CAM IPE got only a fleeting glimpse of the man he had 
seen walking past his store. 




Memphis , Tennessee 



far. & xhjuux arrived at ca 
■12A South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee , 
p.m., April 4, 190 P, , in the comnnny 
JULIUS GRAHAM . At about G;00 p‘m. , 
like n gunshot, and a minute or I wo 
noise near the front door of Can ipo*s store. FINLEY, 
GRAHAM, and CAN IPS all went to the front door of the 
store, where they observed a bundle lying immediately in 
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front of the door. Mr. FINLEY observed at this time a 
whito male walking rapidly along tbo sidewalk in n 
southerly direction on South Main Street. Mr. FINLEY 
them heard the squeal of automobile tires and observed 
a white Mustang going north on Main Street. lie did not 
at first associate the man he had seen on fool: with the 
man he subsequently saw in the Mustang, but after 
considering what happened, he decided they were probably 
the same person. He can testify that the bundle dropped 
in front of Canipc’s store consisted of a rifle with a 
telescopic sight, a suitcase, and a cloth folded over 
both items . 




Mr. GRAHAM, together with a friend, Mr. BERNE'LL 
FINLEY, arrived at Canipc Amusement Company, 424 South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, at about 9:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1DC3. When he arrived at 424. South Main Street, 
GRAHAM observed that a white Mustang was parked at the 
curb just south of Canipo Amusement Company. While 
inside Canipo Amusement Company, C-RAHAM heard no unusual 
noise except the sound of a package being dropped on the 
sidewalk in front of Canipc’s store. Prior to hearing 
this noise, ho observed a man running along the sidewalk 
going south on South Main Street, and he observed him 
drop" this bundle in front of Canine’s store. Ho subsequently 
heard the souoal of automobile tiros and observed a white 
Mustang speeding north on South Main Street. GRAHAM can 
testify that the* bundle dropped in front of Canipo ’s store 
consisted in part of a gun barrel in a large cardboard 
box which wan wrapped with a green cloth. 



Physic 



evidence found in front oS 



424 Couth Mnj 



Street 



.(The FIJI Laboratory and the FIJI Identification 
Division, both at V/nchington, I). C., will provide expert 
testimony regarding the examination of physical evidence 
as sot forth below and as 
report .) 



et forth elsewhere in this 
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1. Inn poet or N . E, ZACHARY 

Me rape is Police Department 

Memph i r , , To n ness o c 

lunpoctor ZACHARY can testify that he took 
possession of the bundle found on. the sidewalk in front 
of Cnuipo Amusement Company and that the following items 
were nrnong the items recovered; 

a, A Remington Game Master rifle. 

Model 760, Serial No. 461476, on 
which was mounted a Rodfield 
telescopic sight. Serial No. A17HG0; 

■ b. Binoculars, manufactured by Bush no 11, 
Serial No. PQ40S664; 

c. First section of the April 4, 19G8, 
issue of the "Commercial Appeal," a 
daily newspaper published at Memphis, 
Tennessee ; 

d. Plastic bottle of Mermen Aft a 
t; ha v i ug lo t io n ; 

c. An unopened can of Schlitz beer; 

f. A six-transistor portable radio v/ith 
the number 00416 scratched on the side 
of the radio ; 

g . One pair of undcrshox*ts and one T-shirt; 

t 

h. A green' and brown bedspread. 

2. The Latent Fingerprint flection of the FBI 
IdentiJ'icntJow Division advised that one latent fingerprint 
oss this rifle, o no latent fingerprint on the telescopic 
sight, one latent fingerprint on the binoculars, ono latent 
f 1 age r print on tho uov/npapor, ono latent fingerprint on the 
plastic bottle of Afta, and one latent fingerprint on the 
Gohlitz beer can have been identified v/ith tho f ingorprints 
of JAMES KARL KAY, FBI Ho. 40H942G. 
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G. Thu number 0041G ecratchod i nto the side nf th„ 
jortrtl. r^io in tho irrnntc number n t t ho n i gg.,°fg t °L 



,, . , — - number n i; 1 ; h o 

Penitentiary for JAW'S JiAilL RAY 



Inmncc Con to cm, .Missouri State Pc i^tcn ™ 

City, Missouri, can testify that when an inmate at the 

?"?“>. »■ *»»*, 

treasurer- 



Manager , 



et< 

is 



hod into the radio and that tho prison 
notified of the inmate's purchase. 



_ , ^ ■ *'" ir • M. J. STEWART. Treasurer ffiis'ianri 

^ °.-r A *4^ f Kissouk; can testify 



that JAMES DAHL RAY's Missouri State 



Peui tent ir.ry I nmn t e 



" ' ^ Jk. u bU 

lauuber was U041G, and he can produce a ledger reflectin'/ 
f oks/o Vs 1 * 111 1907 ' JAMJSS EARL KAy purchased a radio 



, J - l h<; laboratory examination revealed that 
.no undershorts and T-shirt each bears a laundry tar on 
which appears the printed characters "02B-G ” onb/a 
portion of tho first character is present oA 
JjLKOMl- WSULAS 

1 ... gB 

and 



k'/f? ics 9 California , operated Tho ilovo 

octvxcc Laundry and Dry donning Company, 5280 JiollyVood 
boulevard Dos vmgclcs, California, from about January 10 
,J ’ 1-0 ! -~"G0, and during this period he had a * 

regular customer named ERIC GALT who came in each Saturd-v 
h/tonioon with tt bundle of InuMry, which Lrift, 

Of linrlnvc lfirta T-ht, t . ...I 1- . . . JttfetiwAiWW. W-U 



Of under snort's , T-shirts, and dross shirts, 
•shown the T-shirt and undershorts found in 



•South Main 
markings on 
laundry. 




.'CIVl , 



out 



Memphis, and he identified the laundry 



'tod ) 
iv as \j£&00^ 
424 



them as Doing similar to tin 



marl; used at hi?; 
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LOU 1 5 Pu'i b£% 



Log Angeles , Ca , 

Lauudry and Dry Cion nine laundry list number 3005*' with 
Tii '- 1 mo ocn 1 s c ichor 02B— G with the name JO. GALT 

Fodn! ,,.. ?* G ®' v,p *°l 5 ?/ , tho Thonno Seal roarkimj machine 

L ooiJ,!-,^ .orKu Number 31454, in possession of the 
Li. 1 , 1 ^ uOt v lee Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company, 5280 
Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angelos, California, usin- the 
numbers and letters 02B-6 on red colored tape were 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory. The FBI Laboratory 
advised that the spoexmens from this machine are similar 
xn color, construction, and composition to the laundry 
tapes appearing on the T-shirt and undorshorts recovered 
at mcruphjs. The Is pec submitted by Los Angeles are of 
varying lengths; however, no significant differences were 
noi_oe between the T-shirt and undershorts laundry tapes 
v.icn compared with some of the specimens submitted by 
Los Angeles, indicating that they may have originated from 
the game machine. “ 



"tmm 9 - -BBKDITii CAI’.I’ENTLB , ^ \ 

/’.enpurs, Tennessee, a salesman at Yol.; ", Jfc * 
Company, 10 2 South min Street, Memphis , Tennessee can 
testify that at about 4:00 p.ra. on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1903 , ho sold a pair of Bushncll binoculars 
to an individual whom ho later identified, from nhoto-raohs 
as being identical with JAMES EARL RAY. He sold these * 
binoculars for $33.05 and wrote on the side of the cardboard 
box in which the binoculars came the price $39.05 and the 
amount of the tax, which wan $1.60, and added the two 
iigtu.es fox xx local of $41,55. Ho stated the store do°s 
not record the serial number of these binoculars but that 
ho could identify the binoculars from his writing on the 
ljox ■ Jt ici noted that found with the binoculars war. a 
cardboard box in which the binoculars had been originally 
shipped and cm which appeared the figures as described by 
eh . LA], i/b j.I j. ,,R , Also found with the binoculars vero a 
sales slip and a paper bag, on the side of which was 
printed York Ait, is Company. 
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E. Investigation disclosed that one ERIC S. GALT. 

2008 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama, registered at 
the Rebel Motor Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, on April -3, 1900, 
and departed April 4, 1008. Ife was driving a Mustang bearing 
an Alabama License. Subsequent investigation to identify 
GALT disclosed that lie bad not resided at 2003 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, since October 1067. Witnesses at the Rebel Motor 
Hotel can testify as follows; 



1. Mrs. HENRIETTA HAGEMASTER 
Desk Clerk, Rebel Motor Hotel 

3466 Lamar Av enue, Memphis, Tennessee 

Mrs . HAGEMASTER was on duty April 3, 1003, from. 

3:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. Art 7 : 16 p.m. on April 3, 1908, 
she registered ERIC S. GALT into Room 34. He indicated on 
his registration card that he was driving a Mustang automobile 
with Alabama License 1-38993. Mrs. HAGEMASTER is unable to 
identify photographs of JAMES EARL RAY as being identical with 
ERIC GALT. 

2. Miss AREA CHRISTINE KELLY 
Manager, Rebel Motor Hotel 

31 GO Lamar Aven ue, Mem phis, Tennessee 



ind icate 
prior to 



ERIC 

1:00 



s KELLY advised that the records of that motel 
S. GALT must have checked out of Room 3-4 sometime 
p.m. , Apri .1 



A 



1968, otherwise the records 
would indicate he was charged with two days lodging instead 
of one day. Miss KELLY is unable to identify photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY as being identical with ERIC S. GALT. 



The FBI Laboratory concluded that the signature 
of ERIC S. GALT appearing on the Rebel Motor Hotel registration 
card was prepared by the same individual who prepared other 
specimens submitted under the name ERIC S. GALT. The FBI 
laboratory has also concluded that the handwriting specimens 
submitted under the name ERIC S. GAIT are identical with 
the handwriting and printed material known to he the 
handwriting of JAI.IK3 EARL RAY. 
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F, Invcc ligation determined that ERIC S . GALT resided 
at the Economy Rooming House, Birmingham, Alabama, from 
August EG, 1967, through October 7, 1907. 

L rETKU CUKllPKS, 

Owner, Economy iTooning House 
2008 Highland Avenue, 

Birmingham , A labama 

Mr. C HERPES can testify to the fact that ERIC S. 
GALT resided at the Economy Rooming House from August 26, 
1707, through approximately October 7, X907, C HERPES can 
testify to the iacfc that the photograph of JAMES EMU. RAY 
taken a i; the graduation of the bar lenders school in 
Los Angeles , California, on March 2, 19G8, reflecting 
HAY’S eyes open was the -host likeness of the man known 
to him as ERIC S. GALT. 

2. HERBERT KELLY 

2608 Highland Avenue 
B irm in gharn , A Xnbama 



Mr. KELLY, who is employed as a cook at the Economy 
Rooming House, can testify that an individual occupying 
Boon 3.4 of the Economy Rooming House under the name of 
ERIC GALT resided at that rooming house front approximately 
the latter part of August 1907 to early October X0G7 . 

KELLY can testify that the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
taken at the graduation of the bartenders school on 
March 2, 1963, in Los Angeles, California, showing the 
eyes in an open position was definitely identical with 
the individual known to him :us ERIC S, GALT who resided 
at the Economy Rooming House in Birmingham in 1967. 



G. Purchase of 1966 Mustang by ERIC 5. GALT at 
B ir mingham , A la bama . 



1. 
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PAISLEY cc testify to the fact that an 
own to him by the name of ERIC GALT answered 
appearing in a local newspaper in Birmingham 
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regarding PA 13 LEY'S oiler to sell a 19 G 6 white Mustang. 

He can testify that on August 30, 19C7, GALT met PAISLEY 
at the First National Bank building, Birmingham, where 
GALT paid PAISLEY $1995 cash, PAISLEY prepared a bill of 
sale indicating that the car was sold to ERIC GALT, 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham, Alabama. 



This vehicle is described as a 19GG Mustang, 
Vehicle Identification Number CT07C190G47 . PAISLEY advised 
that the photograph of ERIC STAUVO GALT depicting his eyes 
closed which was taken in the bartenders school graduation 
in Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, resembles the 
nan known" to him as ERIC GALT; however, he could not make 
a positive identification and added that the man in the 
photograph has a fatter face than the ERIC GALT who bought 
the Mustang. 



PAISLEY, JR. , can testify to the fact that an 
individual by the name of i^RXC GAL i. puxcna^cd a xloo muo tan; 
Vehicle Identification Number 6T07C190647, from WILLIAM I). 
PAISLEY SR, in the latter part of August 1SC7, and paid 



the sum of $11 



;-95 in cash. PAISLEY, JR., advised that the 
photograph of ERIC STAUVO GALT showing his eyes closed 
which was taken at the bartending school graduation in 
Los Angeles , California, on March 2, 1908, resembles the 
person known to him by the name of ERIC GALT w ho purchased 
the I960 white Mustang from PA IB LEY 'a father in August 1967 . 
PAISLEY commented that it appeared GALT had put on some 
weight since PAISLEY had last seen him in August 1907, as 
GALT's face in the photograph appears fatter than what 
PAISLEY recalls. PAISLEY can testify to the fact that 
the more lie studied the photograph of GALT the more ho 
believed that the photograph was identical with ERIC GALT, 



An appropria 
Department of Revenue, 
the fact that 1963 A 



is witness from the Jefferson County 
Birmingham, Alabama, can testify to 
1-30993 was issued on 



■ibamft Licenf 

October 2, 1267, to ERIC S. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, 
Birmingham, Alabama, for a 19.60 Mustang two-door. Vehicle 



Identification Number 6TQ7C190647 , 
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Ad appropriate witness at the Drivers License 
Division, Department of Public Safety, State of Alabama, 
Montgomery, Alabama, can testify to the fact that Alabama 
Drivers License 2848947 was issued to ERIC STARV'D GALT, 

2 COS Highland Avenue South, Birmingham, Alabama, on 
Sept ember G, 10G7. 

The FBI Laboratory concluded that the signature 
cl ERIC STARV'D GALT appearing on his application for 
Alabama Drivers License and the signature of ERIC S. GALT 
appearing on the application for the Alabama automobile 
license were prepared by the same individual who prepared 
other items under the same name .attributed to ERIC G, GALT. 

H. Investigation revealed that KRXC S. GALT, 2008 
Highland Birmingham, Alabama, rented a safe deposit box, 
number 5517, at the Main office of Birmingham Trust 
National Bank, Birmingham, Alabama, on August 28, 19G7. 

GALT terminated use of this safe deposit box by an undated 
letter advising bank officials that he was moving to 
Louisiana and would have no further need for the box. 

The following described documents were forwarded 
to the FBI Laboratory: 

Record of access to safe deposit Box //55I7 

for Eli 1C S. GALT; 

Contract for safe deposit box with ERIC S. GALT; 

Ledger card (rental record) for safe deposit 

box ; V5517 in name ERIC G. GALT; 

Undated letter from ERIC S. GALT to the Birmingham 

Trust National Bank. 

In the event the above described documents are 
needed as evidence they may bo obtained by execution of 
a subpoena duces tecum to Mr. C. E. HARK PATRICK, Vice 
President, Birmingham Trust National Bank. 
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The FBI Laboratory concluded that the signatures 
of ERIC 3. GALT appear ing on the above described documents 
v.'cre prepared by the same individual who prepared the 
v/r iting in the same name appearing on other items attributed 
to LUIC 3. GALT. 



I. Purchase of a Bonington Model 700, caliber 30-0G 
rifle and Jledfiold telescopic sight at Birmingham, Alabama. 

On March 29, 1DG8 , an individual who gave his name 
as UAJIVKY LOVd.lNYKR , 1907 Louth litis .Street, Birmingham, 
Alabama, went to Use Aeromarine Supply Company, 0701 Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, where lie purchased a Remington 
Model 700, caliber .213 rifle with a 2X - 7X Red fie Id 
telescopic sight mounted thereon . lie also bought a box 
of 20 rounds of .213 Norma ammunition. Ho left the store 
carrying this rifle in a cardboard box which had originally 
been a box for a rifle from the Browning Manufacturing 
Company. He was given the Browning box because the rifle 
with the mounted sight would not fit in the Remington box 
in which the rifle had originally been . shipped . LOY/MLYLR 
paid for this weapon in cash, 

■ 0» Hare’s 30, 19 GO , the individual calling himself 
LOVdiKYER telephoned first and then Inter that day returned 
with the newly purchased ,243 rifle to Acromarine Supply 
Company and explained that following a conversation with 
his brother he decided to exchange this rifle for a 
Remington Model 700, 30-0G caliber. This exchange was 
accomplished on the afternoon of March 30, 1968, with 
JjOL'HKYER leaving the store with a Remington Game Master 
rifle, Model 7G0, Serial Number 461476, on which was mounted 
the Rod field telescopic r-siglA , Serial Number A 17350. 




WOOD can testify to the fact that on March 30, 
1000, HARVEY IjOY/MEYFR, furnishing an address of 1907 
South 11th Street, Birmingham 
Remington Model 700, caliber 
401470, with 



A la ba m a , purcha s e d a 

le. Serial Number 



2X ~ YX Rcdfield telescopic 



tgu 



t, Serial 
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Humber A 17350 mounted thereon rind a box of 20 rounds of 
30-0G ammunition from the Acromarinc Supply Company, 5701 
Airport Highway, Birmingham, Alabama . 

V.’COD can also testify to the fact that the indivi- 
dual Icnoivn by the name of HARVEY LOV’KEYISR was at the Aoromnrinc 
Supply Company,- 5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, on March 
20, 1060 , at which time he purchased r. Remington Model 700, 
caliber .243 rifle with a 2X - 7X lledfield telescopic sight 
mounted thereon, 

V/OOl) can testify to the fa t that the photograph 
of ERIC STAR VO GALT taken at the bartenders school graduation 
in Los Angeles, California, on March 2, 1968, which shows 
the eyes of GALT closed is a. photograph of the man to whom 
he cold the Remington Model 700, caliber 30-06, rifle. 

Serial Number 401476, on March 30, 1CGC, and is identical 
to the man that he observed at the Acronarine supply 
Company on March 20, 19GB , at which time ho purchased a 
Remington Model 700, caliber ,243 rifle with a 2X - 7X 
Red field telescopic sight mounted thereon, WOOD stated 
"I can’t say exactly at this time, but f think that this is 
the man. To the best of my memory I believe that this is the 
man that bought the gun.” 




Mountain Brook. Alabama 



DESilAZO can testify that he is a regular and 
frequent customer at Aororaarino Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, Biiaair.ghnm, and was in the Supply Company 
approximately 3:00 p.m. , March 29, 1968, at which time ho 
observed an individual purchasing a Remington Model 700, 

.243 rifle from a salesman known to DIJSIIAZO by the last 
name of RAKKU. DE3HAZO can testify that he had conversation 
with this individual. DESIiAZO can testify to the fact flat 
he believes that the photograph of ERIC Si ARVO GALT with his 
even closed taken at the bartenders school graduation on 
March 2, 1968, is a photograph of the man that ho observed 
on March 29, 1968, purchasing a Remington Model 700, 

,243 rifle from the Acromarine Supply Company, Airport 
Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, 
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The bullet removed from t lie body of J)r . MARTIN 
LUTHER KING was examined by the I'BI Laboratory. It was 
determined that the bullet is a .30 caliber metal jacketed 
soft point 1 sporting type bullet of Remington -Peters 
manufacture vhicn could have been f iron from the recovered 
Remington 30-0G rifle. The bullet was distorted due to 
m ucilntxon and insufficient marks of value fox' ,*.dcnt if Acation 
remain on this bullet. Therefore, it was not possible to 
determine whether or not the bullet removed from the body 
of KING had been fired frora tho i-ecovered Remington rifle 
bearing the f Anger print of JAHEG EARL HAY, FBI 'number 
40 5 942 G. 
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J. Recovery of 19GG white Mustang in Atlanta, Georgia, 
registered to ERIC STAR VO GALT, Birmingham, 

Alabama. 

On A pi 11 11, 10G8 , xhe Atlanta, Georgia, Police 
Department received a complaint that 'a white Mustang 
automobile, bearing an Alabama licence, was parked 
in a parking area of Capitol Homos, and in view of 
the publicity concerning the killing of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., the complainant wanted this vehicle 
investigated . 



The following individuals can provide the indicated 
testimony : 

1. Detective R. L. DAVIS 
Auto Theft Squad • 

Atlanta, Georgia, Police Department 



Detective DAVIS can testify that he and Detective 
P, S. MC GRAVY proceeded to the parking area 
of the Capitol Homes v/here they located a 10GG 
Ford Mustang. The car was a two -door model, 
white in color, bearing 19G8 Alabama license 
1-33993. The vehicle was locked, and ’.in order 
to further determine ownership they unlocked 
the left front door and from the serial plate 
determined it bore YIN GT07C190647. By sending 
the information concerning tlie license plate 
and the vehicle identification number to the 
National Crime Information Center through the 
Alabama State Police he determined that this 
vehicle was registered to one ERIC STAR VO GALT, 
Birmingham, Alabama. 



NAn YT,, BRIDGES 

•c sragigfe 

Atlanta, Georgia 



Mrs. BRIDGES can testify that at about G:30 
A. if. on Friday, April h, 19G3, she had just 
gotten her children off to school and observed 
throng n the window a white automobile pulling 
up in -the parking lot directly across from 
the door to hex* apartment. She recalled the 
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car hnd an Alabama license plate. The lone 
male occupant got out of the vehicle and 
began to walk across the parking lot away from 
her apartment and toward Memorial Drive. The 
never saw this individual's face but could 
describe him as a white male, G’lO" to G' tall 
iGo pounds, medium build, wearing a navy blue 
suit and a white shirt. He had dark ha hr and 
she estimated him .to be about 30 to 35 years 
of age. 

fd'.c jr: mm bio to identify him but is able to 
affix the time of arrival of the vehicle at 
the Capitol Homes parking area. 

O 

^ • 



Atlanta, Georgia 

Mrs. .CAYTON can testify that on April G, 19G8, 
sometime after »:15 A.M. when her children had 
Icit for school and while she was sweeping her 
front stoop, she noticed a white male approaching 
her apartment from the parking lot to the left 
of her front door. lie came to the back yard 
area of the apartment buildings to her left and 
after stopping at the beginning of the lane 
as if to gain his bearings, he proceeded toward 
Memorial Drive through the back yard area after 
which time she lost .sight of him. This would 
have occurred prior to 9:30 A.M. 

She viewed 7 photographs including 2 of JAMES 
EARL HAY and selected a photograph of JAMES 
EARL RAY as appearing identical to the in- 
dividual whom she find observed. 



Or. April 11, 1960, the above Agents examined 
the 1066 Ford Mustang at the FBI Garage, 
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Atlanta, Georgia. This vehicle is a two-, 
door 289, C cylinder, 2 barrel carburetor, 
vhlic hardtop, bearing 1968 Alabama license 
1-38993. Tho mileage was noted to be 30,100.8 
and tho SM GT07C190G47. The right rear window 
bore a .sticker "Direccion General do Registro 
Federal do Automovileu, 1967 Octbre Turista, 
Aduana do Nuevo, Laredo, Tamps." 

K. FBI Laboratory examination of items removed 
From the I960 Mustang. 

F;.H Laboratory examination of items removed from 
tho 1906 Mustang which wore submitted by the 
Atlanta Office determined that brown cotton fibers, 
green cotton fibers, and green rayon fibers which ’ ‘ 
could have come from the bedspread recovered near 
the scene of the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR . , were found on a dark blue, short sleeve 
sweat shirt, a white fitted sheet, a black and white 
shirt jacket, a pillow ease, a: Fitted sheet with 
yellow thread, a b3 - ■■h sports shirt, a pair of 
size 34 walking shorts, c rug, and a pillow as well 
as a pair of men’s brown socks and were also con- 
tained in the vacuum sweepings from the trunk of 
the vehicle. 

lac Laboratory also determined through examination 
that Caucasian head hairs like tho hairs previously 
found on tho bedspread described above, in the 
zipper bag, on the yellow and white towel, on tho 
pair of black nocks, and tho hair brush recovered 
in the vicinity of the scene of tho assassination 
of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., wore found on the 
dark blue, short sleeve sweat shirt, a white fitted . 
shoot, n pillow case, a fitted sheet with yellow 
thread, and a rug all recovered from the Mustang. 
These hairs could have come from the same person 
and the Laboratory points out that hairs do not 
possess enough individual microscopic characteristics 
to be positively identified as originating from a 
particular per so n . 

Some Caucasian head hairs found in the vacuum 
sweepings -from the Mustang were like the hairs found 
on the bedspread, in the zipper bag, on tho yellow . 
and white towel, on the pair of black socks, and 
on the hair brush. 
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ERIC f>. CALT’c; residence at Atlanta, Georgia 

The operator of the residence located at 107 14th 
otreot, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia, also operates tho 
rooming house at 113 14th Street, N .- E.,- Atlanta 
and is identified as JAMES D, CAREER, 

1. JAMES D, GARNER 

107 34th Street, N. E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

GARNER can testily that on March 24, 1968, an 
individual identifying himself as ERIC GALT 
introduced himself to GARNER at his rooming 
house, 107 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, and 
requested a single room. lie was placed in 
room it 2, 113 14th Street, N.E., Atlanta, and 
was offered an adjoining storage room in which 
to place his surplus belongings in view of the 
son 11 slue of the room. On March 31, 1060 , 
fcl’.ic GAI.T paid him another week's rent, an>' 
on April 5, 1968, when GARNER entered room #2 
to change the linens found n note on the bod 
staging in oifcct, "I've had to go to Birmingham. 
I vo left my TV set here and will try to return 
for it in about a week." 

GARNER selected from a group of 9 photographs 
displayed, the photograph of JAMES EARL RAY as 
being identical to the individual whom ho 
5:ncw as tho resident of room i-2 under the 
name of ERIC GALT. 

Examination of items recovered from the room inn 
house located at 113 14th Street, N . E . , Atlanta, 
Georgia. 



Among items loan led in the rooms utilized by ERIC 
OALi’ at fid lath Street, N.E., was a map of Mexico. 

Of the G latent fingerprints and one latent imprescior 
which may be n fingerprint, impression of lower 
joint of a finger, or a partial palm print developed 
on the map of Mexico, one of tho latent fingerprints 
is .identical with the latent fingerprint previously 
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loco tod on the Remington .30-06 "Game Master," 
slJdo action, rifle, Model 7G0, SN 061376. 



N, Identification of JAMES EARL RAY at Piedmont Laundry 
Atlanta, Georgia 



1. Mrs;. ESTELLE PETERS 
Manager 

Piedmont Laundry 
1163 Peachtree, N.E . 
Atlanta, Georgia 






£££&' Homo address 

_ . JfMM Blt Clarks ton, Georgia, can testify 

tnai a while male came into the laundry on 

April 1, 1963, and placed laundry ns? well as 

dry cleaning for treatment using the name 

ERIC GALT. The dry cleaning consisted of a 

black chocked coat with small check marks and 

gray trousers. The laundry and dry cleaning 

were subsequently picked up between 9:00 and 

10.00 A.M. on April 5, 1963, by the same individual. 



!]hc identified the customer as being JAM EG EARL 
RAY through a review of photographs;. 
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O. At about G:15 p.m. on Api’il 4, 1968, the wounded 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., war, takon to St. Joseph 
Hospital, Memphis , Tennessee, whore lie was pronounced 
dead at 7:05 p.m. Records 'concerning tho emergency room 
treatment of the victim will bo made available only upon 
the issuance of a subpoena duces tecum directed to 
Mr. J. LUTON, Assistant Administrator, St. Joseph 
Ilospita 1 , Memphis , Tennessee . 

Dr. J. T. FRANCISCO, Shelby County Medical 
Examiner, 858 Madison Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, can 
testify to the findings contained in his autopsy report 
dated April 11, 1968, which reports the cause of death 

ns yuiis hot wound to spinal column, lower cervical, upper 
thoracic . 
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